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History of the Profession of Pharmacy in India

The profession of pharmacy in India has evolved significantly over the years— from

traditional healing systems and crude drug use to a modern scientific and regulated profession.

Below is a detailed overview of its historical development:

1. Ancient Period (Before 19th Century)

 Traditional Medicine Systems:

In ancient India, medical practices were mainly based on Ayurveda,Unani, and

Siddha systems.

Practitioners (known as Vaidyas,Hakims, or Siddhars) prepared their own medicines

from natural sources like plants, animals, and minerals.

 Classical Texts:

o Charaka Samhita (by Charaka)

o Sushruta Samhita (by Sushruta)

o Ashtanga Hridaya (by Vagbhata)

These texts described methods for the collection, preparation, and storage of

drugs— early forms of pharmacy practice.

2. British Period (19th Century)
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 During the British rule, Western medicine and pharmacy were introduced in India.

 Medicines were imported from Britain, and there were no qualified pharmacists

or formal education in pharmacy in India.

 Dispensing of drugs was mainly done by compounders trained under doctors— not

by professional pharmacists.

 Around 1880, a few hospitals started training compounders informally.

3. Early 20th Century (1900–1947)

 1910–1920:

Increasing demand for trained pharmacists led to the introduction of formal training

programs in pharmacy.

 1932:

The Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works was established by Acharya

Prafulla Chandra Ray, marking the beginning of indigenous drug manufacturing in

India.

 1937:

The Banaras Hindu University (BHU) started the first degree course in

pharmacy (B.Pharm).

 1940:

TheDrugs and Cosmetics Act was passed to regulate the import, manufacture, and

distribution of drugs.

4. Post-Independence Period (After 1947)

 1948:

The Pharmacy Act, 1948 was enacted— a landmark in Indian pharmacy history.

o It provided the legal framework for education, registration, and practice of

pharmacists.

o The Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) was established to regulate pharmacy

education and practice.

 1954:

The All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) was set up, which also

started supervising technical education in pharmacy.

 1960–1980:

Growth of pharmaceutical industries like Ranbaxy, Cipla, and Hindustan Antibiotics.
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o Introduction of Diploma (D.Pharm) and Bachelor of Pharmacy (B.Pharm)

programs in many universities.

o Focus on self-reliance in drug production.

5. Modern Period (1980 – Present)

 1990s:

Liberalization of the Indian economy led to rapid growth in the pharmaceutical sector

and export of generic drugs.

 2000s–2020s:

o Expansion of Pharm.D (Doctor of Pharmacy) programs to strengthen clinical

pharmacy and hospital practice.

o Emphasis on GoodManufacturing Practices (GMP), Research &

Development (R&D), and pharmacovigilance.

o India became known as the “Pharmacy of theWorld” due to its major role in

generic drug production.

6. Current Scenario

 India ranks among the top global producers of pharmaceuticals.

 Pharmacy has diversified into several fields:

o Pharmaceutical technology

o Clinical pharmacy

o Regulatory affairs

o Pharmacovigilance

o Pharmacoeconomics

 Pharmacists now play a crucial role in healthcare, research, education, and drug

regulation.
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ा म फामे वा ा इा

 म फमेी  इ बह ु । य ं आयुे औष माण  ुर ो आ

आु ज औ ीी फमेी   ो चु । ीच इ न ों  अु 

 णा य य  —

1. ाचन ा (19 ी  )

  म चत  मुख र आुे, ूनान,औ  णयों  आ थी।

 उ मय औषयों ो ृ ोों— ौध, ु एी खनज ाो—  य य  थ।

 औष य   ो द, म, य ाचाय   थ।

 मु गंथ:

o च ीा –औष माण औ उयो  ृ णा।

o ुु ीा –  चत औ औष माण य।

o अषाी हम –औष ंग, यी औ ंडण  यम।

 इ  म फमेी  या द यं  थ — इयों  ंग, माण औ ण।

2.  ा (19 ी)

    ौ  म ाा चता णा (Allopathy)   हआ।

 इय मुखः इीगैड  आा ी ी थी।ं

 उ मय  फमा ी ं थ, ब ी ाउीड (Compounder) डॉों  अी 

इय ब थ।

 1880  आ ुछ अों म ंउंडों ो औच ण  ुर हआ।

3.आधुन का  ुरआ (1900–1947)

 1910–1920: फमेी  ी आ मू ी  ी।

 1932:    जआचाय फुल ची ा  Bengal Chemical and

Pharmaceutical Works ी सथ ी— य  ी ी औष माण ंी थी।

 1937: बना ीू शदा (BHU) म    ब.फामय (B.Pharm) ठम ुर

हआ।
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 1940: Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940  हआ— ओं  माण, बी औ ुण ो

यं  ु।

4.ीा  बा ा ा (1947  बा)

 1948:    Pharmacy Act, 1948  य— य  म फमेी   ब

मूणा ू ।

o इ  Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) ी सथ ी ई।

o फमाों  का, ीजण औ अभा  यम बए ए।

 1954: All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE)   य य, ो ीी

औ फमेी  ी ी  ।

 1960–1980:

o  म औष उदो  ी   हआ।

o ई ंय  Cipla, Ranbaxy, Hindustan Antibiotics सथ हईं।

o  म Diploma (D.Pharm)औ Bachelor of Pharmacy (B.Pharm) ठम ं

हए।

5.आधुन ा (1980–यमान )

 1990   मआथा उीण  ब ीय औष उदो  श    ी।

  ो “Pharmacy of the World” (श  फामे)   ,ों य ी औ

ी  ए बी ै।

 2008 : Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D) ठम ुर हआ,  की फमेी औ

ोी   ो य य।

 नन ु: फमेी  अब फामायू ॉज, िन फामे,  ु अफ य,

फामायज,औ चय एी ड डम  ो ं म   चु ।
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Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)

1.  म  B.Pharm य  शदय म ुर हआ थ?

a) ली शदय

b) म शदय

c) ब ंू शदय (BHU)

d) मंुबई शदय

उ: c) ब ंू शदय (BHU)

2. Pharmacy Act  म  षा  हआ थ?

a) 1940

b) 1945

c) 1948

d) 1950

उ: c) 1948

3. Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) ी सथ  अयम  अंा ी ई?

a) Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940

b) Pharmacy Act, 1948

c) Medical Council Act, 1956

d) AICTE Act, 1954

उ: b) Pharmacy Act, 1948

4.  ी ी औष माण ंी ौ ी थी?

a) Cipla

b) Ranbaxy

c) Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works

d) Dabur

उ: c) Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works

5. Pharm.D (Doctor of Pharmacy) ठम  म ब ुर हआ?

a) 1995

b) 2000

c) 2008
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d) 2012

उ: c) 2008

6. Drugs and Cosmetics Act  म ब  हआ थ?

a) 1935

b) 1940

c) 1954

d) 1948

उ: b) 1940

7.  ो “Pharmacy of the World”ों   ?

a)ों य ब अ ए आय ोी ै।

b)ों य ी औ ी  ए बई ी ै।

c)ों य   आयुे औषय बी ै।

d) उो म  ोई ी।ं

उ: b)ों य ी औ ी  ए बई ी ै।

II. Fill in the Blanks ( सान  )

1.  म फमेी  ी ुआ _______ शदय  हई।

उ: ब ंू शदय (BHU)

2. Pharmacy Act _______ षा म  हआ।

उ: 1948

3. Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) ी सथ _______  अंा हई।

उ: Pharmacy Act, 1948

4.  ी ी औष माण ंी _______ थी।

उ: Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works

5. Drugs and Cosmetics Act _______ षा म  हआ।

उ: 1940

6.  ो “Pharmacy of the World”    ों य _______ ओं  मु उ 

।

उ:  (Generic)
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7. Pharm.D ोा  म _______ षा म ुर हआ।

उ: 2008

III. Short Answer Type Questions (ीकप उ )

1.  म फमेी वय  आं   हआ?

उ:  म फमेी ी ुआ ची  म आयुे, यूी औ  यों  अंा औष

माण  हई। द यं औषय ब ोयों ो  थ।

2.  ी ी फमेी  ंसथ ौ ी थी?

उ: ब ंू शदय (BHU)  1937 म  B.Pharm ोा ुर य।

3. Pharmacy Act, 1948  मुख उ थ?

उ: फमाों ी , ंीण,औ वय ो यं एं मीृ ।

4. Pharmacy Council of India ी सथ ों ी ई?

उ: फमेी  औ अभ ी ुण ुि  ु।

5.  ी ी औष माण ंी  सथ ी?

उ:आचया फुल चं य  1932 म Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works ी सथ

ी।

6. “Pharmacy of the World”  अथा  ?

उ:  श म ब अ ी औ ुणूणा  ओं  उ   , इए

इ “Pharmacy of the World”   ।

IV. Long Answer Type Questions (य उ )

1.  म फमेी वय    इ णा ीए।

2. Pharmacy Act, 1948 ी षए बइए। 

3.  म फमेी    मझइए। 

4. Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) ी ूम  ं पणी ए।

 


