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History of the Profession of Pharmacy in India
The profession of pharmacy in India has evolved significantly over the years — from
traditional healing systems and crude drug use to a modern scientific and regulated profession.

Below is a detailed overview of its historical development:

1. Ancient Period (Before 19th Century)
o Traditional Medicine Systems:
In ancient India, medical practices were mainly based on Ayurveda, Unani, and
Siddha systems.
Practitioners (known as Vaidyas, Hakims, or Siddhars) prepared their own medicines
from natural sources like plants, animals, and minerals.
o Classical Texts:
o Charaka Samhita (by Charaka)
o Sushruta Samhita (by Sushruta)
o Ashtanga Hridaya (by Vagbhata)
These texts described methods for the collection, preparation, and storage of

drugs — early forms of pharmacy practice.

2. British Period (19th Century)
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During the British rule, Western medicine and pharmacy were introduced in India.
Medicines were imported from Britain, and there were no qualified pharmacists
or formal education in pharmacy in India.

Dispensing of drugs was mainly done by compounders trained under doctors — not
by professional pharmacists.

Around 1880, a few hospitals started training compounders informally.

3. Early 20th Century (1900-1947)
e 1910—1920:

Increasing demand for trained pharmacists led to the introduction of formal training
programs in pharmacy.
1932:
The Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works was established by Acharya
Prafulla Chandra Ray, marking the beginning of indigenous drug manufacturing in
India.
1937:
The Banaras Hindu University (BHU) started the first degree course in
pharmacy (B.Pharm).
1940:
The Drugs and Cosmetics Act was passed to regulate the import, manufacture, and

distribution of drugs.

4. Post-Independence Period (After 1947)
e 1948:
The Pharmacy Act, 1948 was enacted — a landmark in Indian pharmacy history.
o It provided the legal framework for education, registration, and practice of
pharmacists.
The Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) was established to regulate pharmacy
education and practice.
e 1954:
The All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) was set up, which also
started supervising technical education in pharmacy.
1960—-1980:
Growth of pharmaceutical industries like Ranbaxy, Cipla, and Hindustan Antibiotics.
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o Introduction of Diploma (D.Pharm) and Bachelor of Pharmacy (B.Pharm)
programs in many universities.

o Focus on self-reliance in drug production.

5. Modern Period (1980 — Present)
e 1990S:

Liberalization of the Indian economy led to rapid growth in the pharmaceutical sector

and export of generic drugs.

20008—2020s:

o Expansion of Pharm.D (Doctor of Pharmacy) programs to strengthen clinical

pharmacy and hospital practice.
Emphasis on Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP), Research &
Development (R&D), and pharmacovigilance.
India became known as the “Pharmacy of the World” due to its major role in

generic drug production.

6. Current Scenario

o India ranks among the top global producers of pharmaceuticals.

o Pharmacy has diversified into several fields:
o Pharmaceutical technology
o Clinical pharmacy
o Regulatory affairs
o Pharmacovigilance
o Pharmacoeconomics

o Pharmacists now play a crucial role in healthcare, research, education, and drug

regulation.
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YT & BTA] GaErg &7 51aeT
YR & BN &1 308N d9gd RAT ¢l 98 WA 3gdicd Siu FHr ¥ T gl
AMYFP IS R dH1D! BIE db [AHRId 8 gHbl g1 Ad 3P [T BTl & AR [dar
&1 quH fHaT T g —

1. T P1d (199 TS | T8 H)
. YRd ¥ fafea s 97 U 3 smgde, gAmT, 3R Ry vonferdl R srenfa ot
. 3T I SN B UTpiae idl — W, UR] Td Wfer uerdf — I daR foar S
. 3N R HA 1d B A<, gD, 1 Rigmard Fe1 S |
. THEUY:
o RSP HfgdT - 3wy i ok Iuah %1 fawga auiH|
o gy Jfedr - ey fafda ok sfrwy fnfor faferr|
o NPT TSUH - 3NYY U, dURT 3R USRI & fAgH |
1 39 H1d H BT &1 o1 99 W oRd & — carsdl o1 g, i 3R faarm

2. fafest w1ar (19491 wdh)
. fafew o & SR yRa o uryrer fRifeear wurmelt (Allopathy) &7 aw g3
. CaTsdl TEId: TS T STd &t o off|
. 39997 UAfard paikie a8) 9, e durdey (Compounder) SIdcx] & 31efiH IgHR
2argar §-1d Y|
. 1880 % UM $F AT H HUTIS B! Hanies WiRTeor A1 RE gal

3. 3MYfe fRr&m oY I3 (1900-1947)
«  1910-1920: BT fR1e BT TIRIH I AEGH B! o+ el |
. 1932: YRJ & URIE ax1ie Smard Wped 9% 319 - Bengal Chemical and
Pharmaceutical Works &! RJT0-T & — I8 HRd B! Ugal 3Nufey fmtor o o
. 1937: 999 fgg fayfaemera (BHU) W YRd &1 ugell f.®TH (B.Pharm) UTaushH L=
gl
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o 1940: Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 BIIRG! g3l — garsif & fmfor, faet iR NYEKI Cal
IBRIECEZSE]

4. TAAAT & §1G BT BT (1947 & dIG)
« 1948: YRd IRHR A Pharmacy Act, 1948 tITﬁ_dﬁv_QT—q—s' YR H Bl 0% &7 e
HE@yUl S 5|
o Eﬂ% dgd Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) P TG DY TI'$£I
o WTHIRST & fRiaf, dsftevor 3R 3T & Fam §1e TTg)
1954: All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) &1 ToA fopar o, NIEEIC]
3R T fRren AR R 3|
1960-1980:
o HIRA H 3N I 1 ol § e ganm|
o 8 UMl o Cipla, Ranbaxy, Hindustan Antibiotics TUd §§|
o SUH Diploma (D.Pharm) 3iR Bachelor of Pharmacy (B.Pharm) UTdshd URY

gl

5. ATYMD BT (1980-adH TD)
1990 & =TF | TP ISRIHRUT & §1g YR SN I A fay TR W Wi &1
YR B! “Pharmacy of the World” (ﬁﬁﬂ”ﬂm WTGI'I%[F’ITIT aaﬂﬁﬁaﬁm?ﬁ 3R
TUTE SR gaTd a-dT ] |
2008 ¥: Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm.D) UT3a%H IR= g3, R acfiferd wHd 3R
A ST TR SR e |
TdH T B &8 oW wHTEfewa datars, faafwe BTk, Waes srbaw,
wHTGIRRTEY, R Rad T Saaude o &3 # faeaR aR gaT 8
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Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)

. YRd U UgAT B.Pharm & 69 fayfaemay o = gam um

a) faectt fayfaemera

b) A fayfaerer

¢) §IRY fég fayfaemea (BHU)

d) e fayfaemed

JR: ) IR feg fayfa=med (BHU)
. Pharmacy Act HRd 7 ford oy Tifkd g3 YI?

a) 1940

b) 1945

c) 1948
d) 1950
3R ) 1948
. Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) B! RITIAT 5 SifdfAgw & siavfd &t TI'st?

a) Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940

b) Pharmacy Act, 1948

¢) Medical Council Act, 1956

d) AICTE Act, 1954

3TR: b) Pharmacy Act, 1948
. YRA $I Tgal SNufY i Hoet 3 4t o

a) Cipla

b) Ranbaxy

c) Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works

d) Dabur

3R ¢) Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works
. Pharm.D (Doctor of Pharmacy) UlddshH HRd d oy R[> g3I?

a) 1995

b) 2000

c) 2008
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d) 2012
JxiI¥: ) 2008
. Drugs and Cosmetics Act HIRd T &hd tITﬁ_dE'&H Yr?
a) 1935
b) 1940
c) 1954
d) 1948
3R: b) 1940
. URd &I “Pharmacy of the World” 0} BT ST 872
a) ife UgT Gay 31U GaTd SHTaTd gt 5 |
b) R TBT Tt 3R THTA Seh gaTd S8 SIat g |
o) TS TgT pad YA SNufeaf adt g
d) SWIFT § ¥ Big ol |
IR b) FifP TgT T 3R YHTH SRS Eard §Ts STt o |

IL. Fill in the Blanks (R R )
1. YRA B HE RemH geema_ foyfoaea 3 gl
IR TR g fayfamer™ (BHU)
. Pharmacy Act Iy d uiid Bl
3R: 1948
. Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) DIRGA & il E‘scl

3TR: Pharmacy Act, 1948
. YRd &1 ygal oiufy fafor ot ot
3R: Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works
. Drugs and Cosmetics Act ____ a9 # arid BT
37R: 1940
. YRA &I “Pharmacy of the World" &gl SITdl % it qg <arsii &1 U Idladh GE
g
IR SRS (Generic)
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7. Pharm.D & YRd & 9 # Y= gl
JTR: 2008

I1l. Short Answer Type Questions (S 3R UH)

1. URA T BT STUHE BT HRY B9 §?
ITR: YRA H B &1 Y31 UreiH S1d & 3gde, gamt 3R Rig ugfadt & el shufy
AT J g5 | 99 W SNl SR AT &I <d |

. YRd B Ugall Bra! fRram g1 314 9t ot
IR TRV e g [AYfaae™ (BHU) = 1937 & UGET B.Pharm 1Y e [T |

. Pharmacy Act, 1948 &1 T3 3519 T UT?
FR: BHIRRE] &1 R, Uofinrul, iR awg &1 Adfd ud aFeied sl

. Pharmacy Council of India CARIICE] a@faﬁﬂé?
FR: T R8T 3R Sy 1 Jorad YHfd e 84|

. YRd St ygalt SNy fafor ot foram wifia ai?
3TR: WWQ’;{W% 1932 °H Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works P RITYAT
Edl

. "Pharmacy of the World" &I 31 T §7
ITR: HRA [y & Ga 31 gt 3R T[urayqul SRR qaraii 1 St BT 7, afey
3@ "Pharmacy of the World” &gl SITdl %I

IV. Long Answer Type Questions (@ IR U
. YR ¥ B a9 o f[der &1 sfagr 9o sifo|
. Pharmacy Act, 1948 &1 fa=oaTgd srdrsu|
. YRd § Bl Rien &1 fae gyl
. Pharmacy Council of India (PCI) Pl WW@WW%@QI
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